measles had perhaps not been given all the credit it deserved (see London Annual Report, 1925, pp. 98-103) . In influenza, too, the principle of withstanding the beginnings was applicable. He (the speaker) thought the paper read that evening made out a clear case also as regards securing the earliest possible surgical treatment in cancer of the breast and uterus.
Dr. S. MONCKTON COPEMAN (President) said that the authors in their most interesting and valuable paper had for the first time indicated, statistically, the position as to the measure of permanent advantage obtainable in cases of cancer of the breast and uterus as the result of sufficiently early diagnosis and of efficient surgical operation thereby rendered possible. And further they had afforded indication that under these circumstances, as the outcome of better knowledge on the part not only of the general public, but also of the medical profession, a notable saving of life might be expected to result in the future, apart from the possibility of further improvements in surgical technique, or of successful results from other than surgical treatment.
It was in the infirmaries that the end results in cases of cancer, whether previously operated upon or not, usually came under observation. The patients were at the present day not infrequently admitted at a stage when they were practically moribund. In his experience the male cases had for the most part been operated upon at some previous date, but of the women, a not inconsiderable proportion were found to have delayed consulting a medical man until it was too late for operation to be attempted with any probability of success. The reason for this delay in consultation was stated by them to be the dread of having their suspicion of cancer confirmed, and of being then told that an operation was essential.
Medical men also were often loath to make a definite diagnosis of cancer so long as any reasonable doubt could be said to exist as to the actual condition of affairs. And those present, as specialists, were not agreed as to the extent to which it was possible definitely to diagnose cancer in the earliest stages. The best hope of obtaining accurate information lay in the introduction of a serological test of a really dependable nature. To this end a considerable amount of experimental work was being carried out at the present time with definite promise of eventual success.
Dr. LANE-CLAYPON and Dr. GREENWOOD briefly replied to the discussion.
Letter by Jenner and Portraits of Francis Home, of Edinburgh (1719-1813). Shown by Fleet-Surgeon W. E. HOME, M.D., R.N.
Fleet-Surgeon W. E. HOME, M.D., R.N., showed interesting exhibits consisting of a letter by Jenner and portraits of Francis Home of Edinburgh (1719-1813), and gave a short account of the career of the latter. Francis Home was of interest to the Section of Epidemiology in having made use of a form of active immunization against measles which apparently produced a mild attack of the disease. No evidence is available, however, as to its efficacy as a preventive beyond the fact that Home continued to recommend it.
Under the names of " croup and " angina maligna" he gave a good description of laryngeal and faucial diphtheria respectively and recommended bronchotomy for he former.
Dr. J. D. ROLLESTON, while deprecating any idea that Home was the discoverer of diphtheria, expressed the thanks of the Section to Fleet-Surgeon Home for his interesting exhibit and remarks. 
